HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS INVOLVED IN

EXPLOSIONS, FIRE

Cause Map

Concerns remain over safety in area

On August 12, a fire began at a storage warehouse in Tianjin, China. More than a thousand firefighters were
sent in to fight the fire. About an hour after the firefighters went in, two huge explosions registered on the
earthquake measurement scale (2.3 and 2.9, respectively). Follow-on explosions continued and at least 114

firefighters, workers and area residents have been reported dead so far, with 57 still missing (at this point, most

are presumed dead).
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In addition to sending in a team of hazardous
materials experts to neutralize and/or contain
the chemicals and limiting the public from the
area in hopes to limit further impact to public
safety, the state media had said they were
trying to prevent rain from falling, presumably
using the same strategies developed to ensure
clear skies for the 2008 Summer Olympics.
Whether it worked or not hasn't been said, but
it did rain on August 18, nearly a week after
the blast, leaving a white foam that residents
have said creates a burning or itchy sensation
with contact.

Cause Mapping is a Root Cause Analysis method that captures basic
cause-and-effect relationships supported with evidence
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For a free copy of our Root Cause Analysis Template in Microsoft
Excel, used to create this page, visit our web site.
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